
Reception and KS1
Early Reading Workshop

AIMS:

• How we teach children to read

at St Mary’s Primary Academy 

and what you can do to help. 



“To learn to read is to light a fire; 
every syllable that is spelled out is a 

spark.” Victor Hugo.

We want the children to let their light shine through 
reading.  Through teaching children to read, we give 

them a special key with access to facts and stories about 
the World around them.  Books ignite their curiosity and 

through reading pupils are able to learn as much as 
possible.



Early Years. How do we 
teach reading?

Daily teaching of phonics through Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds Revised.
Additional support to those who are struggling.

Developing a love of reading through regular story 
time and use of high quality books.

Access to the library.
Reading Practice Sessions 3x a week.

Enhancement activities such as World Book Day 
and visiting authors.



•KEY MESSAGES
•Phonics reading books and a reading journal will now be sent home every 
week. 

•Comments in reading journals- please don't worry about what you write. 
Please let us know that you have read together . Other story books you 
have read can be written in here too. e.g., bed time books, other story books.

•Children also have the opportunity to bring a 'non-phonics' book home too 
from our new library, these include our star books ( high quality books 
recommended for each year group) .

•Parents need to bring reading books and the journal in every Wednesday, 
and we will change books ready for the next week.

•Phonics homework – the children have 1 piece of phonic homework each 
week, please look at this with your child and help them to learn their 
sounds. Little and often the more practise the better!



KS1. How do we teach 
reading?

In KS1 daily teaching of phonics through Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised.

Additional support for those who are not secure with their phonic 
knowledge yet.

Reading Practice sessions for all children in Year 1 and 2, 3 x a week

Developing a love of reading through regular story time and use of high 
quality books.

Access to the library and a library book to take home each week ( 
including star books) .

Enhancement activities such as World Book Day and visiting authors.



•KEY MESSAGES
•Little Wandle reading books and a reading journal will now be sent home 
every week.

•Comments in reading journals.  Please let us know that you have read 
together 

•Children also have the opportunity to bring a 'non-phonics' book home 
too from our library.

•Parents need to bring reading books and the journal in every Friday, and 
we will change books ready for the weekend.

•Spelling homework – please practise your child’s weekly spellings (Y2).

•You may feel that your child’s reading book is ‘easy’ because they are 
reading it independently, without sounding out. However this is called 
reading fluently, as is the aim! We are aiming for children to be able to 
read fluently, which means they can read 90% of the book without 
sounding out the words.



Y1 Phonics Check

The Phonics Screening Check is designed to show 
how well your child can use the phonics skills they’ve 
learned up to the end of Year 1, and to identify 
students who need extra phonics help. 

The Department for Education defines the checks as 
“short, light-touch assessments” that take about four 
to nine minutes to complete.

This will take place the week in June.



The checks consist of 40 
words and non-words (alien 
words)

Non-words are a collection of 
letters that will follow phonics 
rules your child has been 
taught, but don’t mean 
anything – your child will need 
to read these with the correct 
sounds to show that they 
understand the phonics rules 
behind them.
.





A love of reading is the biggest 
indicator of future academic success.

OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic 
phonics (SSP) programme 
to teach early reading and 
spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the 
sounds of our spoken words and the 
letters that are used to write them 

down.

Phonics is:



Blending to read words



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 



• Say the word.
• Segment the sounds.
• Count the sounds.
•Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 
• timetabled three times a week 
• taught by a trained 

teacher/teaching assistant
• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 
• Know all the sounds and tricky 

words in their phonics book well
• Read many of the words by silent 

blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out 
about 5% of the words by the time 
they bring the book home – but 
they should be able to do this on 
their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability 
to…
• understand words and sentences
• use a wide range of vocabulary
• develop listening comprehension skills.
The amount of books children were exposed 
to by age 6 was a positive predictor of their 
reading ability two years later.

The most important thing you 
can do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it 
to them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics 
book



Supporting your child with phonics

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can 

by changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language
oEncourage your child to use new 

vocabulary
oMake up sentences together
oFind different words to use
oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



One of the greatest gifts adults can 
give is to read to children 

Carl Sagan


