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At our school, we believe that learning to read is one of the most important skills your child will ever master. To give every child the strongest possible start, we follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme — a systematic, synthetic phonics approach grounded in research and proven to help children become confident, fluent readers.
What Is Little Wandle?
Little Wandle is a complete phonics programme that teaches children how to recognise sounds, blend them together, and read words with increasing independence. It provides a clear, consistent structure so that every child can make strong progress.
· Daily phonics sessions: Short, focused lessons that build skills step by step.
· Fully decodable reading books: Children read books matched exactly to the sounds they know.
· Regular assessment: Teachers track progress closely and provide extra support where needed.
· Home reading guidance: Families are supported with videos, pronunciation guides, and tips.

 What Early Reading Looks Like in Our School
We create a positive, language‑rich environment where children learn to love stories and develop strong reading habits.
· Daily phonics teaching using Little Wandle progression.
· Reading practice groups three times a week focusing on decoding, prosody, and comprehension.
· Matched reading books sent home so children can celebrate success with families.
· Storytime to build vocabulary, imagination, and a love of books.
· Targeted support for any child who needs extra practice.

Our Aims
Through Little Wandle, we aim for every child to:
· Develop secure phonics knowledge
· Read with confidence and enjoyment
· Build strong comprehension skills
· Become independent, enthusiastic readers

How You Can Help at Home
We work in partnership with families to build confident readers.
· Listen to your child read their decodable book — celebrate accuracy and fluency.
· Read to your child daily — hearing rich language is vital.
· Use Little Wandle parent videos to check pronunciation of sounds.
· Talk about stories — characters, settings, predictions, favourite parts.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised?
Little Wandle is a systematic phonics programme that teaches children how to read by learning sounds and blending them together. It provides a clear, consistent structure so every child can make strong progress.
· systematic phonics programme
· clear, consistent structure
 Why is phonics so important?
Phonics gives children the building blocks they need to read confidently. By learning how letters represent sounds, children can decode unfamiliar words and become fluent readers.
· building blocks for reading
· decode unfamiliar words
 What will my child learn first?
Children begin by learning single letter sounds (e.g., s, a, t, p) and how to blend them to read simple words. They then move on to digraphs (two letters making one sound) and more complex spelling patterns.
· single letter sounds
· digraphs and complex patterns
How often will my child have phonics lessons?
Children take part in daily phonics sessions, following the Little Wandle progression. Lessons are short, focused, and designed to build skills step by step.
· daily phonics sessions
· step‑by‑step progression
What are ‘decodable books’?
Decodable books are specially written so children can read every word using the sounds they’ve already learned. This builds confidence and fluency.
· decodable books
· confidence and fluency
Why does my child bring home the same book they read in school?
This is intentional. Children practise the same book three times in school — for decoding, prosody, and comprehension — before taking it home to celebrate success with you.
· decoding, prosody, comprehension
· celebrate success at home
How can I support reading at home?
The most important thing is to listen to your child read their decodable book and celebrate their progress. Also read stories to your child every day to build vocabulary and a love of reading.
· listening to decodable books
· reading to your child daily
What if my child is finding phonics difficult?
Little Wandle includes regular assessment so teachers can spot difficulties early. Children who need extra help receive short, targeted ‘keep‑up’ sessions to ensure they don’t fall behind. If you have any concerns speak to the teachers or reading leader.
· regular assessment
· keep‑up sessions
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